Cosmic Visions

Arts Reading due for Week 1: Creation Stories

Genesis 1:1 — 2:4 (King James Version)

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it
was good:

And God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. And God said, Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made
the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which
were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the second day. And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the
dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was
good.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought
forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in
itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the
third day. And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for
lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made
two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made
the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And
to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw
that it was good.

And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. And God said, Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth,
which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind:
and God saw that it was good.

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let
fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. And God said,
Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of
the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and



cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it:
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing
seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the
air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green
herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work
which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had
rested from all his work which God created and made.

Sun Sister and Moon Brother, an Eskimo myth
From Stith Thompson, Tales of the North American Indians, Harvard UP, 1929.

In olden times a brother and his sister lived in a large village in which there was a singing house,
and every night the sister with her playfellows enjoyed themselves in this house. Once upon a
time, when all the lamps in the singing house were extinguished, somebody came in and
outraged her. She was unable to recognize him; but she blackened her hands with soot and when
the same again happened besmeared the man's back with it. When the lamps were relighted she
saw that the violator was her brother. In great anger she sharpened a knife and cut off her breasts,
which she offered to him, saying: "Since you seem to relish me, eat this." Her brother fell into a
passion and she fled from him, running about the room. She seized a piece of wood (with which
the lamps are kept in order) which was burning brightly and rushed out of the house. The brother
took another one, but in his pursuit he fell down and extinguished his light, which continued to
glow only faintly. Gradually both were lifted up and continued their course in the sky, the sister
being transformed into the sun, the brother into the moon. Whenever the new moon first appears
she sings:

Aningaga tapika, takirn tapika qaumidjatedlirpoq, qaumatitaudle. Aningaga
tapika, tikipoq tapika.

(My brother up there, the moon up there begins to shine; he will be bright. My
brother up there, he is coming up there.)



